PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH
                                                         Petition No. 9 of 2010

                                                                       Date of Hearing: 27.7.2010






      Date of Order : 01-11-2010
     In the matter of :  Petition under  Section 43 of the Electricity Act, 2003 for giving ex-post facto approval to the Board for issuing commercial circular No.44/2009 dated 27.11.2009 wherein it has been stipulated to allow the Cotton Ginning Industry customers a second connection of 15-20 KW or as per their requirement in their premises for office use during off season period only under NRS category for which entire cost including cost of transformer and metering equipment shall be borne by them


AND
In the matter of:      Punjab State Electricity Board, The Mall, Patiala 
                               (now Punjab State Power Corporation Limited)
Present:                  Shri Jai Singh Gill, Chairman



       Shri Virinder Singh, Member 
For PSPCL
       Shri V.K. Malhotra, CE/ARR & TR



       Shri Ravinder Gautam, SE/TR-II



       Shri Anil Viz, Sr. Xen/Sales-II     
ORDER
1.
Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) has filed this petition seeking ex-post facto approval for issuing Commercial Circular No.44/2009 dated 27.11.2009. PSPCL has clarified that this circular has been issued on the representation of the Punjab Cotton Factories and Ginners’ Association and aims to reduce high transformation losses owing to use of large transformers. The circular allows cotton ginning units to obtain a second connection under NRS category for use in their premises during off season. It is further indicated that only one connection will be allowed to run at one time and the entire expenditure including cost of transformer and metering equipment would have to be borne by the consumer.
2.
The petition came up for hearing on 13.5.2010 when the representative of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited was directed to supply the following information:
(i)
Why is Cotton Ginning Industry alone and not all seasonal industries proposed to be covered?

(ii)
Whether a separate connection is required and if so, will it be mandatory or optional?

3.
In response, PSPCL filed its submissions on 27.7.2010 stating that:

(i)
All seasonal LS consumers are proposed to be allowed a second transformer upto 25 KVA for the off season load.

(ii)
Existing tariff for seasonal industry will remain applicable.
(iii)
The second smaller transformer proposed will be installed on the HT side of the same meter and no separate connection is proposed to be released.
(iv)
The installation of a second smaller transformer will be optional.

(v)
All the expenditure including that of the small transformer, metering, allied equipment and full installation cost will be borne by the consumers.

4.
The matter was heard again on 27.7.2010 when the representative of PSPCL clarified that the intention is to allow a second smaller transformer to be installed on the premises of seasonal LS consumers as per conditions brought out in para 3 above.

5.
The Commission notes that PSPCL’s intention is to reduce transformational losses of seasonal industries by allowing the use of a second smaller transformer in the off season. The conditions stipulated in allowing this second transformer, as brought out in para 3 above, are fair and both PSPCL and seasonal LS consumers stand to gain from the instant proposal. The Commission, accordingly, has no hesitation in permitting the issue of a circular incorporating terms and conditions as brought out in para 3 above. 
6.
Before parting with the case, the Commission is, however,  constrained to observe that commercial circular No.44/2009 had been issued by PSPCL without the prior approval of the Commission. Accordingly, a show cause notice be issued to PSPCL as to why action may not be taken against it in this respect. 
7.
The petition is disposed of accordingly.
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